Abstract: Subsalt imaging has been a challenge from many aspects, one of which is velocity determination of intra-salt inclusions, also referred to as dirty salt velocity model building and other one is salt anisotropy resulted from salt inhomogeneity and preferred orientation of halite crystals. There has been some attempt to incorporate salt inclusion however salt anisotropy seems to be ignored in the seismic velocity model building and imaging by industry. We challenge the common assumption that salt anisotropy can be ignored in velocity model building for seismic imaging. We are demonstrating on the real data that salt anisotropy can bring better illumination and improve subsalt imaging. The salt anisotropic effects appear to be more pronounced on recent longer offsets acquisition.
